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CONTEMTS

QINGYUN MA

According to the Chinese architect Qingywn Ma, his projects are public devices rather than architecture: thay are not abaut
architectural language, but about building technigues. He does not believe in giving @ building a country fabel. To him,
'Chineseness' lies in how the Chinese people interact and do business.

OLD AND NEW

The exterior of the Nobel Peace Centre in Oslo (Norway) was lelt untouched, whereas the interior was changed drasticaily,
The Frosilos building in Copenhagen (Denmark] underwent quite the opposite process. In the case of the Lamot Congress
and Heritage Centre in Mechelan (Belgium], only parts of the building were dismantled to create new space.

PROJECTS

The interiprs of several projects involving the use of floors and furmiture surfacing from Forbo Flooring are included as
a form of inspiration. The projects are located in various parts of the world and show the many possibilities provided by
Ferbe's products.

CREATING BETTER ENVIRONMENTS

The interior of Suncorp corporate headguarters shows a clear focus on the use of sustainzble materials. The interior fit out
of this Australian bank was designed to score the equivalent of a 5-star Grean Star rating.
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MECHELEN, BELGIUM

The conirast between old and new in the Lamot Congress
and Heritage Centre in Mechelen seems enarmaus, but
appearances are decepive. The architects of the Beloian
architectural practices SINSE and JU5 [et the changas and
additions fallow the legic of the former Lamol briwiry
Over time, the Brewery had grown along with the growthiin
the demand for its beer. No-one cared ahout archite cture,
and vy additionrs were purely Tunctional. The building was
geared to the brewing 2ctivities and did not lend itself gas
il 16 transformation into a congress and heritage centro.
The architects kept the old building as it was, wharever
such was possible. However, being a5 pragmatic as the
Lamot brewers had teen, they dismantted walis and buailt
a large auditorsim anacent o the Brewery.

Since the 19ih century, the brawery had been pivotat to
the ecomomic and social ke of this Belgian town. When the
brewery closad down in 1395, most of the builings were
demolizhed to create space for the construction of a hotel,

a department store, offices and agariments. However, Le
tawn dud nat want tha history ol the bhrewery, which had
been so strongiy conmected to that of the 1own and its
inhalutants, to be wiped out completely. The comaination
af a congress cenire and @ heritage centre woulg provide
the only oid building lait oo the site with an gconomic and
ciltural perspective. By pulling down the brick walls on the
tirsh Hoor, the architects Created space for a central foyer
that overiooks the town and enebles a tlenble organiza-
tion of the interior. The fover allows easy access to the
congress hall, the project hotels anc the exhibition rooms,
Farl of the silns was demnlishad {0 create room for the
auditariam = concrete structural work packed in glass. The
dezign keeps ahve the collective memory of the buillding
and monumentalises the brewers' rough logic

Architects: SINSE ard Jd5
Phetes tovr ety 4' kamat Cangres ond Heritage Coabie
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